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Famlly prepares to Walk in the
; ; A Ma r evéadng homemade
Manos de Dios deliversbl Ply_mouth Van | . 02 dicating thay are solders
to Carlos and Nadi. for God.

Before we share the details of this fun story, here is sane& Hackgroundnformation
from previous newsletterRed Mountain Community Churdrom Mesa, Arizona built an
AAmorMi n i s homa fa €arlos and Nadi in Febru@&§09 One of the members of the
team told Carlos he hadugedvehicle to donate to them but did not know how to get it to
Mexico. Prayer would be required. Luapd | met the church members and Carlos and Nadi
when the house was beibgilt andwe allbecame friendgfWe did not know of the vehicle
offer at this tlme In Aprll Carlostold usabout the offer and he asked if we could contact the
Sme—y—— = family in the US tlat had the van and help get
it to Pefasco. Lucy contacted the family and
| made arrangements for me to pick up the
~ vehicle in Casa Grande and deliver it to
.~ Penasco.
| |did the necessary paperwork to transfer the
vehicle out of the country, purchased the
{ vehicle insurance for both the US and
Mexi coéand | toMexica eady
The trip downto Puerto Peiasawas
uneventful and | was happy to get the green
5 : light as | crossed the bordeecause of all the
Damian, Mayerli, Nadi, Carlos and Dennis | donationgmostly food)the church family had
with their new van. stuffed in the back of the van. When | got to
Pefiasco Lucy was ready and anxious (she had gone down a week before me) to deliver the
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van ASAP. So | got a drink of wategot my clothes out of the van and we were off to Carlos
and Nadi s home.

| stopped the van in the middle of the road near their Hooatedat thefarthestendof the
barrio. (If you pull off the road, you may get stuck in the sand!) Lucy was behimnd oone
truck, blowing the horn to let them know we had arrived with their new vehicle. Carlos, Nadi
and son Damian came running to greet us. After we huggeexahdnged greetingsey
inspectedheir dhewdvehicle. Their eyes were wide opentlasywalked around the van and
checked it out. | explained some things to Carlos (Lucy translated) about the vehicle and the
told him to getm and sit in the new vehicle. His response was to ask more questions and
inspect it a little more. After a few minutes entioned agairfget in and try it outh He
finally got in and sat behind the wheel,
He sat there for a minute and thenprisedusvi t h hi s first questio
START THE VEHI CLE?O

We were in shock as we asked,; AnDo you Kkt
driven a little andN a d i has only driven once in her |
thought to ask if they knew how to drive! All adults know how to drive, so we thought! We
spent the next three hours explaining how the vehicle worked and allowing them to practice
driving around the back roads. Carlos was an OK driver. He seemed to get the hang of
i t é e x c e peldomidoked to thesleft or right when he wentdbgh an intersection! It
did not make any difference if he had the right away or not, he just sailed through, without
looking even after Lucy kept reminding him to do so. Nadk her turn drivingand | got in
the back seat and started praying! She needsoé jwactice. She did look at the intersections
but,when she turned her head to look to the left, the vehicle followed the direction of her hes
and we wound up on the wrong side of the street. When looking right we wound up almost
making a right turn.As she approached an intersection (from a sand street to a paved road)
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Lucy, Denni s, Mayerli, Nadi, Damian and Carl os|
donated this van to their family. We are blessed to be a blessing!




and started to make a right turn, she went on the wrong side of the rosalvemeh she
turned she wasin the lane of oncoming traffic. Carlos andiére bothpraying heavily at tat
point!

They drove to pick up their daughter, sli, at school and we all made it back to their
house safely and went over a few more instructions about the van. We also had many laugh
about the experience. They promised they would practice on thedaatskand out of traffic
until they got the hang of driving! We prayedjéher,dedicaing the vehicle
to God and thankg the Lord for His provision. Carlos and
Nadi prayed for théamilies that donated the vehicle.
A few days later Lucy learned that some of their
neighbors volunteered to help them with drivingstes
and vehicle maintenance procedures. We expect to seg
them sitting in the van with the air conditioner on this
summer to get out of the terrible hieGhey will need to
get Mexico license plates for the vehicle (500 pesos or
about $50 for a year). This vehicle will be such as blessing
and assist Carlos in getting a job as he will be able t
travel the long distanda from the barrio much easier. | Nadi and Carlos explore their newvan
After this experience we promised to remenibeever
assume peoplinat are receiving vehicle know how to
drive! We learn something every trip and this was no
exception.

Paz y bendiciones a usted (Peace and blessings to you), Dennis

Offceaddi ti on to the Womenos

Hard times affect everyoneven the people we seldom think about and often they are
affected the most.

Four years ago a small group of volunteers helped Manos de Dios build an office for the
Esperanza Woméns Rehab Center in Puerto Pefasco.
The number of women residing in the center has gone up and ttesehave beemany
struggles and financial problepand just recently thedeas been a changedirectoss. Under
the new director, many different and positive things are taking place and Manos de Dios is
being |l ed to support and work with the ne\
these changes a reality. (Esperanza Rehabilitation Centers providedested 247
accommodations for those who need help breaking away from addictions, prostitution and/or
who have psychological or spiritual problems.)

When asked what an immediate need might be, Ana Krauseg@hdirector of the
womenos c etmeyreedgd adgfficesatddiah that would serve as a counseling room.
(The existing office serves as her office AND theuse entrance for all coming in to the
center) She needs an additional space for private counseling and solitanAtirtessing
would alsobe for both the old and new office to be insulated for the extreme weather



conditions! Lucy and | started praying about how to finance the building of the new office (we
were and are very low on funéss are many people). Two wedater an usxpectedlonation
check arrivedWe sensedhat this money was trenswelto our prayerand we were toise

some of the money to build the office! So we did. We have since heard that another group wil
be providing insulation and dry wall for thooffices!

Tough times and the start of hot weather in Peflasco made the response to our request for
volunteers minimal. Jack and Terry (and his wife Debbie who worked with Lucy) from Pantant
Christian Church, and Arden, from The Rock of Sahuaritar€@huvere the only volunteers but
they weresufficient
I Anaods hJuossheandde | a Cr uz
' short), the director of
gotsomeof the men from his center to pour the
concrete for us a few days before the build and it
was ready when we arrived on Saturday. The
3 build went smoothly even though it got hot that
= afternoon. We did not have any injuries, hiae
right amount oflumbe and onlyspentabout 8
hours to build the 10x10 foot office, including
installing two windows and the roof. It was a
great day of fellowship and working benefit
Ana and her ladies. And thanks again to Jack,
Terry and Arden! We were blessed to be dble
helpt he Womends. rehab cer

We had been working on the office for a
me out of here (in Spanish)o over and ovel
end of the complex right next tohaere we were building. There were only two small windows
at the top of the wall for ventilation and the day was hot. | could just imagine how suffocating |
must have been in that room with just a small fan for ventilation and the physical pain she mu
have been in. Her cries were piercing and echoing in our hearts and heads as we tried to worl
To ignore her painful cries for help was impossible. | know she probabhegslfinto the
mess she was in (she wasakeng from drug or alcohol abuse) andi$o know we are all
responsible for our actions, but the
compassionate side of me (Jesus in me) was
crying out with her and for her deliverance.

Finally her cries stopped and | did not ask
why. Later | saw Ana and | could see her heart
through the look oiner face. Shbad been

able to provide some medication to the client
to help her through the painful process. She
had been praying continually for the client. |

Mendés rehab center \Y
sl ab for Womends r eha

could see she was feeling the pain of the Ana and client 0 sbott i
suffering women in her care, the strain of nqt office buildings.




