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¶ Building a home for Pastor Ruben in Desemboque, Sonora 

¶ Partnering with a team from Kansas 

¶ Worshiping in local churches 

¶ Praise reports, prayer requests, and future plans 

 

The team that built a 

house in Desemboque 

 

When missionaries 

accept an unknown 

óshort term work 

teamô to partner with, 

the chances for 

problems are 

multiplied. (Even 

teams from their own 

home church can be 

difficult sometimes.) 

The team from 

Medicine Lodge 

United Methodist 

Church (in Kansas) 

contacted us last fall (we had met them once, two years ago). They stated that they 

had read our web site and saw we worked in outlying and remote areas. They asked 

us to prayerfully consider allowing them to partner with us to build a home in such 

an area. After praying about it, we became partners and discerned that a house 

would be built for Pastor Ruben in Desemboque, Sonora, Mexico. Pastor Ruben, 

Lucy and I had been praying for 2 years for the special team that would be needed 

to build this house. And that prayer was answered by the team from Kansas.  

 ñWe spent five days Blessing and being Blessed in Desemboque, Sonora.ò 

http://www.manosdedios.org/


United Methodist church team paints new home 

When we met this team on Saturday evening for the first time, it was as if we were 

all long lost friends. We bonded immediately! I will not go into the particulars of 

the house build because that is not what is important about this trip. Two things 

were important. One, Pastor Ruben 

is a hard working servant of the 

Lord. He works in the olive fields 

harvesting crops and is a harvester 

for the Lord as pastor of his church, 

Iglesia Amistad Cristiana. Even 

though his formal education is 

somewhat limited, he makes up for 

it by being a dedicated, 

hardworking and wise employee 

and servant for the Lord. He has 

been patient in all his endeavors 

and is well deserving of this 

blessing (And this opinion has been 

backed up by comments from people in the community). Pastor Ruben, wife Erika 

and children Caleb Ruben and Yamiletzi are moving from their one room (and all 

sleeping in one bed) living quarters to a new, two bedroom home. This blessing is 

very difficult to put into words. 

The second important feature of this mission trip was the spirit of unity as we served 

our Lord. The serving part is easy for many people on mission trips. We all want to 

serve, have gifts and talents we want to share with others, and have the desire to get 

our hands dirty and our feet dusty for the Lord. Unity, on the other hand, is a little 

harder. Lucy and I knew only a small amount about the people of Medicine Lodge 

and they knew a little about Manos 

de Dios from reading our web site. 

Oh, and we did talk on the phone! 

But, did we really know each other, 

would we be compatible to work 

together for six days and would our 

religious background be compatible?  

To deal with  those concerns and 

thoughts, we did what all Christ 

followers should do. We prayed 

about the questions and asked God 

to put the right team together or 

close the doors and have someone 

Pastor Ruben, Pastora Erika and their children , 

 Yamiletzi and Caleb Ruben 

 



Construction leader, Dick, teaches youth, 

Megan, to use electric saw 

Team adds awning to home to provide shade for 

Erikaôs washing machine 

else build the home. Following His lead, we came together and built the house 

while bonding in unity, faith, determination and service. I can honestly say I have 

never seen a more Christ centered, focused and dedicated team.  

At the end  of the first dayôs work I said to 

one of the leaders ñwhat do you guys put 

in the water?ò ñWhat are you talking 

about?ò was the reply. ñYour team, they 

work together so well. The college 

students treat the 8
th
 graders like equals 

and with respect. Everyone works hard, 

they listen to instructions without 

complaining, there are no slackers, they 

love Jesus and they respect their elders. 

You guys must be putting something in 

the water to get them to act like this.ò 

The answer to my questions was smiles 

on all their faces.  

In reality  I knew the answer, I was just making light of ethics we all need to follow 

and many of us have forgotten. First and foremost, for us Christ followers, is the 

ethic (commandments) Jesus teaches us to love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, soul and mind and love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:37-39). 

From standing back and watching this group I could see that they had got it right. 

The parents and the parentôs parents of the people of this group from Medicine 

Lodge, Kansas had instilled and followed that commandment and passed it on to 

their children. In addition to that, they 

taught them a strong work ethic, 

responsibility, dedication to a task, 

the value of asking questions and the 

joy and satisfaction of working with 

others in unity. The devotions in the 

morning and prayer and reflection at 

night had 100% participation. To say 

I was impressed was an 

understatement. I wanted some of that 

water to bring to Arizona and all over 

the country and even the world. The 

reality is I can have it at any time. It 

is the living water that only Jesus can 

offer. We can all have it, but we must 


