
Female and male prisoners are joined by Lucy 

Smith (pink shirt) and Gerry Rico (tan shirt) as 

they sing praises at prison Posada. 

Dennis Smith and other volunteers serve 

up the Pazole for prisoners in 

 Puerto Peñasco. 
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Wow, what a busy year 2008 was! We were healthy (most of the time), enjoyed safe passage back and forth to 

Mexico, met many new friends, were blessed by the Lord in uncountable ways and were able to serve as we 

were called. Canôt ask for much more than that! We closed out the end of the year in December with two 

successful trips to Penasco, a visit to El Diamante and Desemboque and a new contact that will be very 

beneficial to our ministry! 

 

 
 

 

 

The prisoners requested Menudo and Pazole soups for their 

ñChristmas dinnerò, so this yearôs Posada was a little easier to 

manage than last yearôs (when we deep fried turkeys in peanut 

oil to make turkey pasta salad for 450)! And this Posada was 

truly a community event. Manos de Dios and Amor Rico 

Missions were blessed to have over 40 people volunteer to 

serve those incarcerated in the Puerto Peñasco prison.  

The volunteers included ten local women that cooked the soups. 

Manos de Dios had purchased the pork meat for the Pazole in 

Tucson and the other ingredients for the soups, including tripas 

(small intestines), patas (pigsô feet), hominy, vegetables, chilies 

and spices were purchased in Peñasco. On Friday, Lucy and friend, Vicki, had the privilege of delivering the 

ingredients to each volunteerôs home. We loved seeing where many families (who worship at our local church, 

Compañerismo Cristiano de Peñasco) live. Saturday 

morning we returned to each home to pick up five giant 

pots of Pazole and five giant pots of Menudo. Some of 

the soup had even been cooked outside on an open fire. 

These fine women demonstrated servantôs hearts as 

they prepared this delicious meal!  

Our group of volunteers, musical instruments and sound 

equipment, food to feed 350, and donations/gifts 

entered the prison under the watchful eyes of the 

Commandant and guards. The praise and worship was 

provided by the worship team from Compañerismo 

Cristiano de Peñasco, under the leadership of Gaby 

Lugo. The prisoners loved the music and responded 

positively to the personal way Gaby and his team 

related to them. Some of our team moved over to stand 

with the prisoners during the singing. Lucy and other 

women had a chance to encourage and pray with the 

women prisoners.  The message was delivered by Julio 

Peralta and his 16 year old son. The both shared, in a 
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powerful way, how they are sold out for Jesus and how He desires a personal relationship with each person 

there listening. Please join us in praying that the seed that was planted in so many hearts that day in December 

will grow this year!  

  

The soups, rolls, coffee, juice and 

condiments were served by 30 people 

from the local community and four of 

us from the United States. The 86 pies 

that were donated to Manos de Dios 

for dessert were a real treat! Actually, 

in October the men in the prison had 

already started asking if we were 

going to bring the pies for the posada 

again this year! After the men and 

women had their fill, we gave a pie to 

the Commandant, a pie to the guards, 

and pies to some of the servers. We 

even had enough pies to take to each 

pastor we visited that week of 

Christmas! The men prisoners were 

given a 32 oz drinking cup stuffed 

with a toothbrush, toothpaste, socks, 

and a razor. The women received a 

gift bag that Lucy and Vicki prepared. Donated, ógently usedô shirts and shoes were available, so many of the 

men were able to pick out something they needed. The day ended with the breaking of the Piñata, scattering 

candy all over the ground turning grown men into children as they laughed and desperately tried to pick up their 

stash! 

The day brought joy to all of us that served as we saw the smiles on their faces and joy in their eyes, plus 

listened to the heartfelt THANK YOU from the men and women we visited. 

 

This day was an example of    

Manos de Dios living out    

Matthew 25:34-36 "Then the King 

will say to those on his right, 

'Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father; take your inheritance, the 

kingdom prepared for you since the 

creation of the world. For I was 

hungry and you gave me something 

to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 

me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you invited me in, I 

needed clothes and you clothed me, 

I was sick and you looked after me, 

I was in prison and you came to 

visit me.'ò 

 

Dennis   Dennis@ManosdeDios.org 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Julio Peralta shares about Jesus with prisoners at Posada. 
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