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Paying it forward: Women sew school uniforms  
 

When the Pantano Quilters group gave the industrial 

sewing machine to Margarita for her micro business, 

óCreaciones Maggyô, they requested that, sometime in 

the future, she give a hand up to someone else. When 

we started to collect for this yearôs school uniform 

distribution, Margarita offered to sew some skirts for 

some childrenôs uniforms. One of the children who 

needed a skirt was Mayerli. Her parents didnôt have the 

funds to purchase the required school uniform for her to 

attend first grade at Nueva Creación elementary. So, 

Margarita measured Mayerli and we went to the fabric 

store to purchase the necessary plaid material. We 

purchased two meters of fabric, enough for two skirts. 

Margarita sewed one of 

the skirts. Mayerliôs 

mom, Nati, expressed an 

interested in learning 

how to sew. Margarita 

offered to teach her some about sewing and they would sew the second skirt 

together. (Nati has yet to take her up on the offer.) Manos de Dios provided two 

red polo shirts and a pair of black shoes, as well as a new backpack to put with 

the handmade skirt. Mayerli was ready for school! 

This yearôs school uniform drive and distribution was different than the previous 

two years. The drop in the economy affected the amount of funds donated. And 

the churches had MANY  families who needed assistance with school uniforms. 

This caused many of the churches to work to extend the funds that were 

provided. óThank you, Lord!ô The women in some of the churches purchased 

fabric and volunteered their time to sew the necessary skirts and pants. Manos de 

Dios provided 150 new, white polo shirts; numerous gently used pants, shorts, 

skirts and shoes; and new backpacks. Six churches received help with their 

student uniforms. Many, many children are now attending school wearing their 

required uniforms. Thank you for your generous support.  

We are blessed to be a blessing!     

http://www.manosdedios.org/


Here is a map showing the part of 

Sonora Mexico where Manos de Dios 

currently works with partner pastors. 

Our mission includes: 

 

Encouraging, equipping  & 

empowering these evangelical, 

indigenous PASTORS to advance the 

Kingdom. This includes encouraging 

and assisting them in working toward 

their God-given vision. Activities 

include praying; partnering in 

evangelical outreaches; providing 

educational training, Bibles & 

resources; stocking food banks (one 

currently); building & repairing 

homes & buildings; and school 

uniform distribution. We currently 

have an active relationship with 

eleven (11) pastors and their wives in 

northern Sonora, Mexico. 
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In August we met with eight pastors and their wives! Each of these couples has dedicated their entire life to 

serving God, their church and their community. They have a multitude of gifts and different callings. They all 

have a heart for the people in their neighborhoods, city and the country of Mexico. We have grown to respect 

and love them and are humbled each time we have an opportunity to spend time with them. Each time we meet, 

with we try to include two questions. ñWhat is God placing on your heart?ò and ñHow can Manos de Dios come 

along side you to help you fulfill this God-given vision?ò This month the responses were as varied as the 

couples we visited with. Here is a partial list: 

¶ We want to develop a stronger worship portion of our church services. We have gifted people, but lack 

musical instruments and sound equipment. 

¶ Please pray for us. Our church is under spiritual attack. 

¶ God has called us to do feeding programs in three locations of our community. Please pray with us for 

the provision of the food to feed so many hungry people. 

¶ We need to raise up strong leaders in our church. Can you help us with leadership training?  

¶ Many in our community know God, but are choosing to live óin the worldô i.e. gossiping, criticizing 

brothers and sisters in Christ, committing adultery, spousal abuse, and more. Please join us in prayer 

walking our community to call down Godôs Spirit in a powerful way on our church and community. We 

need a fence around our property for security. We need a room in which to hold Sunday School classes. 

¶ God has placed a dream of building a large church building in our community. Can you help us with 

this? 



¶ We want to reach the youth in our community. We would like to plan a youth concert. Do you have a 

group that can come and help us with this project to reach youth for Christ? A Christian brother in a 

wheelchair needs a home for his family. He publishes a Christian newsletter. Men in the community will 

build the two room house for him. A church in Phoenix has committed to the funds for the floor and 

walls. Can you help with the remaining $500 for the roof materials?  

¶ The Lord has laid it on my heart to mentor two couples to become Pastors. I have committed to teaching 

them weekly until they have the knowledge that they need to start a church. This will take about 2 years. 

I donôt know where they will go, but I know that God will call them when the time comes. Can you help 

us by providing Crown Financial manuals (in Spanish)*  so I can include a good foundation in Godly 

finances with this training? 

¶ God has given us the vision of providing ñRestoration Ministryò. Each location He calls us to, needs 

restoration from hurts and difficult situations. We use the gifts He has given us to  facilitate this process. 

He has given us Psalms 126 as one of our guiding verses. We have a piece of land, but have not been 

able to save money (from our small salary) to build our own home. Our dream is to have our own 

home.**  

 

We then prayed together. We thanked God for each couple, Godôs provision and His plan for their lives. We 

presented their requests to our Lord and asked that the Lord bless these couples, their marriages, their families 

and their churches. We asked for more than the giftséwe asked for more of  The Giver! They often prayed for 

us. Mexican Pastors pray powerful prayers! We were blessed by simply being with them.  

 

Please join us in praying for these Pastors here in the state of Sonora. Thank you for your support of Manos de 

Dios, that enables us to help provide for some of these needs.  

 

*Manos de Dios delivered six student manuals, one leader manual and three Su Cuenta books to this pastor in 

September. Our home church in Tucson, Pantano Christian Church, donated a portion of these supplies.  

 

** The Rock of Sahuarita Church will be building a home for this pastor in October 2009!! 

 

For the King and His Kingdom,    Lucy@ManosdeDios.org 

 

Church receives new Playground Equipment!  
 

A Manos de Dios supporter asked us to talk with one of our pastor 

partners about what her Youth Group might provide for their 

church. They wanted to do a fundraiser to help children in Mexico. 

The pastor replied that they did not have any where for the children 

to play outdoors at their church. They dreamed of a swing set/play 

equipment for the children to use before and after Sunday School 

and during Vacation Bible School (when they average 120 children 

per day). They didnôt have room on the church property, but they 

offered the front yard of the parsonage, only one house away from 

the church. Our supporter donated an amount sufficient to purchase 

a multi-stage play equipment for this small church. We received 

permission from the Mexican Border guards to cross the border 

with this and other necessary donations in August. The pastor and 

one youth worked for five days putting this play set together! The 

children were able to enjoy it the very next Sunday.  

mailto:Lucy@ManosdeDios.org


 

 
 

 

 

The donors received a 

handmade card/poster 

expressing the 

churchôs thanks for the 

gift. The names of all 

the church children were 

listed on the card and 

photos were included 

from the dedication 

ceremony they held 

around the new play set! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jesus replied: " 'Love  the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your 

neighbor as yourself. '       Matthew 22:37 - 39  


