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If you are a follower of Manos de Dios 
newsletters, you are familiar with Margarita and 
Alejandra of Puerto Peñasco.  We love this 
single mom and her 8 year old daughter. We 
have assisted them in traveling to LA for 
Alejandraôs Shriners Hospital appointments and 
in coming to Tucson for Margaritaôs hernia 
operation. Margarita desired to start a home 
based seamstress business to support herself 
and her daughter. Last summer Marge, a 
Manos de Dios supporter,  helped Margarita 
start her business, Creaciones Maggy, by giving her a sewing machine. Margarita 

began sewing for friends, church 
members and the clients who see her 
business sign outside her casita. 
Then, last fall the Tuesday Night Quilters 
of Pantano Christian Church contacted 
Manos de Dios. They wanted to assist an 
entrepreneur in Mexico. We all prayed 
about who would receive their assistance. 
They loved the idea of teaming up with a 
fellow seamstress. This group of Quilters 
raised enough money to purchase an 
industrial sewing machine by selling 

Members of Pantano Churchôs Quilters group meet 

Margarita and Alejandra while they visited Tucson. 
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tickets to win a quilt that was donated by one of the quilters.   With the gift of this 
industrial sewing machine, Margarita is now able to expand her capabilities to large 
projects (such as table cloths, and curtains), work easily with thick or difficult fabric, 
and complete large projects quickly. (This industrial machine is FAST!)  Thank you, 
Tuesday night Quilters, for blessing Margarita and Alejandra. We are all blessed to be 
a blessing. 

                                                                                            
,ÉÓÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÏÍÐÔÉÎÇ 

 
Renaldo and Cecelia Rios love the Lord with 

all their hearts. They feel called to reach out 

with their gifts of evangelism and music to 

those in the barrios and at church gatherings. 

They can be found setting up their electric 

keyboard and singing out ñrancheroò style 

praise music in neighborhoods, in front of 

stores, and in a variety of  churches. Renaldo 

has such a passion for telling others about 

Jesus and His saving love that he canôt keep 

quiet! We met Renaldo and Cecelia when they 

were leading the Praise and Worship at 

Metodista Libre  church one Sunday morning. 

Renaldo enthusiastically played the keyboard 

and periodically interjected words of 

adoration to Jesus and words of exclamation 

about how wonderful is His gift of salvation. 

Cecilia sang beautifully and somewhat shyly. 

We found out they have eight (8!) children, 

with seven still living at home. We hoped we 

would see them again soon. 

That Sunday afternoon we were driving out to 

visit another family in the barrio area. We 

were pleasantly surprised to come across the 

Jan, a member of the quilterôs group, reports, ñWe were blessed to be able to meet Maggy 
recently and we found her to be a very special lady, as well as a great Mom to Alejandra. We 

all fell in love with her and were taken with her joyful spirit. We are continuing to support 
Maggy each month and provide needed sewing items. Last month we collected a variety of 

cutting implements and this month we are concentrating on elastic, zippers, buttons, 
threads and pins. She is in awe that we care enough to do this, that we have faith in her, and 
most of all, that we believe in her! She has blessed us more, by giving us the opportunity to 
give and be a small part of her and Alejandraôs life. She is family now and we care about her, 

pray for her and love her.ò 

Renaldo and Cecelia lead ñAlabanzasò  

(Praise and Worship) at Metodista Libre Iglesia 



 

Renaldo and Cecelia with Pastor Manuel 

Lopez 

ñlet us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith éLet us hold 

unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us 
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not 

give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 
one another ðand all the more as you see the Day approaching. ò Hebrews 10:22 - 2 5  

Rios Family home and stopped to visit for a few minutes. They live in the area that is without electric power lines 

(yet) in a home built by a short term missions group from the US. As we were leaving, I mentioned to Dennis that I 

sensed a sadness in Cecelia.  

     At least once a week when we are in Mexico, I commit to go out to pray with whoever God lays on my heart to 

pray with. That Wednesday morning, Gloria (local Christian sister) and I drove out to visit families in the barrio. 

We had asked that the Holy Spirit would reveal exactly the people we were to encourage and pray with that day. 

Our last stop was the Rios Family home. Renaldo and Cecilia were thrilled to see us and delighted to meet Gloria. 

After Renaldo enthusiastically told us about a recent outreach and the great response to the Gospel message, I said, 

ñWe have come to pray with your wife.ò ñGreat! Thank you!ò was his response. I moved over close to Cecelia who 

was sitting on the couch with her two young daughters. I said that I didnôt know what I was suppose to pray for, 

but I felt that we were to pray for her today. I began to say I was going to pray for her in English. (Note: Until 

about a month ago I had only prayed in English. When I pray for people, I try to listen to the Holy Spirit. I desire 

to pray what He is leading me to pray. And, I hear His guidance in English! I have been hoping that people 

understand the gist of what I am praying for them and that the Holy Spirit would communicate to them. Just 

recently I have started praying in Spanish. If is difficult and I pray very simply, but I can see the benefit. Those I 

am praying for hear what I am praying for them and are encouraged.) Gloria shook her head and told me to pray 

in Spanish as Cecelia does not understand any English. She said she would pray for me while I prayed for Cecelia. 

OK, Lord, itôs all about You, I whispered! So I prayed all that I sensed Godôs Spirit leading me to prayéin 

Spanish. I looked at Cecelia and she was weeping quietly. The two daughters next to her were crying, too (because 

their mom was crying!). Renaldo was weeping as he prayed on his knees on the other side of the room. Gloria, 

standing behind me, had tears running down her cheeks.  I got out the anointing oil I carry in my Bible and 

anointed Ceceliaôs feet and hands. I knew that this mother of eight uses her feet and hands for many things each 

day and is a hard worker. We finally said in conclusion, ñGracias, Jesucristo! Amen.ò I quietly asked Cecelia if she 

wanted to share anything of what she felt. She said, ñPazò (peace)! I replied that peace must be what the Lord 

knew you needed! After saying our 

goodbyes we left to pick up Gloriaôs 

kids at school. We thanked the Lord 

for this opportunity to encourage some 

special people that day. 

     The next Saturday, Dennis and I 

visited the ñDia de los Niñosò 

celebration at Metodista Libre Iglesia. 

Renaldo and Cecelia had volunteered 

to provide music for the worship 

service. When I caught Renaldoôs eye, 

he immediately came over to me and 

gave me a big hug. He said, ñThank 

you for coming to pray with my wife on 

Wednesday. She had been in a 

depression for 6 months and that day it 

broke!ò Cecelia hugged me also and I 

noticed a bright sparkle in her eyes I had not seen 

before. (I thought, ñWow, Lord! Thank you for stepping into Ceciliaôs life and breaking the bonds of depression. 

Thank you, for alerting me to this need and prompting me to óstand in the gapô and pray for this precious sister in 

Christ. You are so awesome, Jesus. Wow!ò) I am in awe of how God prompts us to be aware of the needs of 

otherséand how powerfully God steps in when we say, ñLord, I am available to you today. Use me in otherôs lives. 

Open my eyes and ears to see and hear what you would show me.ò 

                                                                                   Humbled by His Presence,  Lucy        
Lucy@ManosdeDios.org             
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Lucy & Pastor Manuel stand on 2
nd

 story 

addition to his church 

2
nd

 story Sunday School building added to church 

Cross in front of Pastor 

Manuelôs church 

Snapshot: Pastor Manuel 

 
About four years ago Lucy and I were at an ñall churchesò pastorsô 

breakfast meeting in Peñasco and had an opportunity to speak. For 

some unknown reasons there had not been many homes built for local 

Mexican Indians by the many short term mission groups that come to 

Peñasco. With that in mind I mentioned that Manos de Dios Missions 

would like to build a house for an Indian family that was in need of one. 

Immediately I saw a hand shoot up in the air. The hand belonged to 

Pastor Manuel. He said loud and clear (in Spanish) ñI am an Indian and 

I need a house.ò Needless to say, we talked and got to know him and his 

familyôs needs. After discernment and prayer, a Manos de Dios team 

built a home for his family (in spring of 2007). This house has been the 

home for another 

family (that was temporarily  without a 

home), a church, and then pastor Manuel 

and his family moved back in. Eighteen 

months ago a church building was added to 

the back side of his house by a team from 

Michigan) and then in February of this year 

a second story was added (by a team from 

California) above the church for Sunday 

school and meeting rooms.  

Pastor Manuel loves to tell the story of how 

he first was blessed with this house and its 

history of change and growth. And tells it 

to anyone who will listen. 

A big screen TV and the sound mixer were 

donated to his church this month. These donations 

fit right into his plans of education, growth, and 

expansion of praise and worship music planned for 

the near future. He said he is confident that the 

Lord will answer his prayers for the additional 

musical instruments and equipment his church 

needs. He says, ñWhy doubt? The Lord has 

already provided many things.ò He is living in 

faith.  

Dennis 

   Dennis@ManosdeDios.org 

 

 


